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Brief Description of Research
Project

Trespasser fatalities and railroad suicide are significant concerns of the
rail industry and the Federal Railroad Administration. Approximately
289 individuals commit suicide each year on the U.S. rail system
accounting for almost one third of the fatalities related to railroad
operations in the U.S. Railroad carriers alone cannot solve this tragic
loss of life. The proposed project will assess the impact of exposure to
trespasser fatalities and suicide on the mental health, safety and
perceived safety culture of railroad workers and related first responders,
law enforcement, and others. Several measures designed to assess
compassion fatigue, secondary trauma, awareness of common myths
associated with suicide and corporate safety culture will be administered
to a sample of railroad workers and other key first line responders who
will be attending railroad safety briefings and a rail suicide awareness
program. The proposed research is expected to benefit railroad




employees and related personnel by documenting the impact of railroad
trespasser suicide and fatalities on perceived safety culture and lead to
creating a checklist for identifying the effects associated with these
events. The project will also promote awareness of effects and possible
prevention techniques for responding to these events.
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